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The Disciples’ Prayer II
“Our Father, Who is in the Heavens”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
Matt 6:9 “Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.”

Allow me to back up just a bit in my discussion of the Disciples’ Prayer.  Please note that Jesus gave us a “model prayer” and not a prescription of exactly what to say.  Every word in the prayer is important but it is a model.  Also note that it begins with “Our Father” on which we commented a lot last week.  But also note that Jesus gave this model prayer to His disciples so it is not a prayer for anyone to use as a model since not everyone is a child of God (John 1:12).  The early church did not allow everyone to use this model prayer just as they did not allow everybody to participate in the Lord’s Supper without a warning that only a child of God whose conscience was clean should participate.  We should also keep that standard today.  I almost always hear a pastor warn unbelievers about not participating in the Lord’s Supper but I do not remember ever hearing a pastor warn people about not praying the Disciples’ Prayer unless they are a child of God.  Also note that His use of “our” is explicitly for the disciples and does not include Jesus because this word is part of His instructions to the disciples for their prayer.  Whenever Jesus refers to the forgiveness of sins He uses “your Father” (Matt 6:14-15) and when He speaks of His unique relationship with God He uses “My Father” (Matt 11:27).  Jesus is totally without sin.  
Now let’s proceed to the second part: “Who Art in Heaven”.  The word “heaven” is plural in the Greek text but hardly ever is it translated as “heavens” as it should be.  This observation is very important for otherwise some questions might be raised that should not be raised (such as: “I thought that God was omnipresent, so what does Jesus mean when He says for us to pray to God in heaven?”) and, of course, the original language usage is very important to be properly understood.  The New Testament language recognizes three heavens.  The “birds of the heavens”1 refers to the atmosphere in which we and other creatures live.  The “wonders in the heaven”2 refers to the space into which we can gaze at the marvels of other creations such as the stars and galaxies.  When it refers to being “caught up into even the third heaven”3 refers to the place beyond our observations where God and the other spirits live.  So when Jesus tells us to pray to the Father Who lives in the heavens He is referring to God Who lives in all three heavens.  God is both with us, beyond us but still in the space into which we can look and He is very much beyond us in the place where one day we will join Him in our continued existence.  
Now what does “Hallowed be Thy name” mean?  “Hallowed” means “honored” so we are asking for God’s names to be honored.  There are actually many names of God and each has a specific meaning such as 'El or 'Elohim, 'Elyon, 'El-Shaddai , 'El-Olam, 'Adonai, Yahweh or Jehovah, Jehovah Sabaoth, and Immanu'el or Emmanuel.  We are recognizing that God is absolutely holy and that we should proclaim that holiness wherever we are.  Since we are a temple of God we need to remember to declare that holiness in all that we do, say, and think.  
1Cor 3:16 “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”

1Cor 3:17 “If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.”

1Cor 6:19 “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?”

We are not complete in our declaration of God’s holiness by just saying these words in our disciple’s prayer but by saying these words we are asking that we be helped in our declaration of the holiness of God in all that we do, say, and think.  
Bottom line: we need to be constantly aware of the fact that we represent God and we need to declare the holiness of God all the time.  

1.) Gen 1:20 “Then God said, "Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens."”
2.) Dan 6:27 “He delivers and rescues and performs signs and wonders In heaven and on earth, Who has also delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.”
3.) 2Cor 12:2 “I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago-- whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows-- such a man was caught up to the third heaven.”
